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We’ve got Magic to Do
with This Year’s Spring Show!
The popular Broadway musical, now touring with
added circus elements including flying trapeze and
tumbling, is the spring offering from the Gatesinger
Company, Ltd. Although there will be no flying, the
Troupe of Mysterious Players, under the tutelage of
Leading Player (Tina Crandall-Gommel), will present
performances filled with magic, merriment, and holy war.
This coming of age story revolves around Prince
Pippin (Justin Gommel), son of Charlemagne (Jeremy
Cummings), and his quest to be something other than
ordinary. Recently graduated from Padua, he returns to
the castle to join his half brother, Louis (Craig Packard), in
their father's army. When he finds that he is not very
good at war, he tries religion, ruling, and frolicking –
urged on by his feisty grandmother, Berthe (Lois Fiegl).
Pippin's sexy, ambitious stepmother, Fastrada (Kasi
Krenzer Marshall), talks him into joining Charlemagne in
prayer at Arles, where he “kills” Charlemagne and
becomes the ruler of the Holy Roman Empire – which he
screws up.
Enter Catherine (Mackenzie Wood) and her son, Theo
(Cole Talbot), who try to domesticate Pippin. Throughout
the show, he is led into adventure and misadventure by
the devious Leading Player, who sets him up to learn
harsh life lessons. The Troupe, hoping to fulfill Pippin's
quest for glory, entices him into starring in the lethal, but
spectacular, Finale.
Rounding out the cast are lead dancers Amber
Hanna, Kate Woodard, and Sarah Woodard, and the
chorus of Mike Mulberry, Sue Mulberry, Dan Montondo,
Larissa Myhowych, Tamara Kelley, Morgan Bates,
Audrone Gecas, Nancy Meister, Katie Cummings, Caleb
Nagel, and Victoria Webster.
continued on p. 3

Growing Pains
John L’Hommedieu, VP
Gatesinger Company
Board of Directors
The spring show marks the end of the
2017 – 2018 season, a season that
included The Gondoliers, Seussical, the
local history piece Burned Over, and
Pippin. Once again, the Gatesinger
Company has had an artistically and
critically successful season. The Board of
Directors cannot adequately express our
pride and gratitude for all the hard work,
countless hours of preparation and
continued commitment to produce
quality live art in northern Wayne County.
As the Gatesinger Company continues
to strive for artistic excellence, the bridge
at which we find ourselves is causing us to
consider shifting from our “amateur”
roots and crossing into the practice of
paying stipends to identified production
members for their unique skills. This
practice would allow the Company to
attract people to positions in a production
to ensure the highest possible quality for
the best possible show.
Currently, the only position that the
Gatesinger Company regularly pays is the
accompanist. The Board is considering
changing this practice to include others
from skilled disciplines – other musicians,
choreographers, directors, etc.
continued on p. 2
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Reflections on YouTHeatre
Seussical the Musical
Fall 2017
From Alandra Kunz, Actor
I can’t express enough how wonderful the time
spent being a part of Seussical was. The entire cast
honestly felt more like a close family than just a
bunch of young adults acting. The character roles
that were chosen for the actors allowed us to play
roles that we might normally have not chosen on
our own, and as a result we all grew as actors and
friends. This being said, The Gatesinger Company
including Autumn Pollock, Katrina Kaplin,
Mackenzie Wood, Eric Thompson, Katy Kolyer, and
others such as the awesome pit crew made our
experience one that will last a lifetime. Thank you!

From Autumn Pollock, Director
Seussical was just as much of a learning
experience for me as it was for the youth.
Having participated in YouTheatre for 5 years,
coming into this production on the other side
of the table was a nerve-racking experience.
My fears were quickly quashed when
auditions began; the youth were accepting
and enthusiastic to start the production. Their
excitement didn’t cease through the whole
rehearsal
and
performance
process,
regardless of what happened in the
community around them. Their hard work and
dedication paid off in spades when they had
almost sold out shows for the entirety of this
run with standing ovations for their stellar
performance. These youth have many
impressive performances in their future and I
cannot wait to see them grow and blossom
into the seasoned performers they are!
Photos: Cast of Seussical, November 2017

Growing Pains, cont. from p. 1

All of these people are difficult to find and secure for productions, and stipends might help. However, we
are equally aware that EVERYONE involved in a production is skilled and commits time and energy to
provide their highest quality to the success of the production.
The additional expense of paying stipends to multiple members of the production would impact the
financial sustainability and stability of the Company. We have limited seating and strive to keep ticket
prices manageable for our patrons.
What are your thoughts about the Gatesinger Company paying stipends to some members of
productions? Who should be among those who receive these? Please share your opinion with a Board
member, share your thoughts on Facebook or leave us a voicemail at the Box Office. We would enjoy
hearing from you!
John L’Hommedieu, Vice-President
Gatesinger Company, Ltd. Board of Directors
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Pippin, continued from page 1

The cast and crew includes six members of the
original 1980 cast, which was directed by David E.
Cooper -- director Karen Skerrett Nail,
choreographer Nan Hanna-Paquin (formerly
Berthe), Mike Mulberry (formerly Charlemagne),
Sue Mulberry (formerly Catherine), Dan
Montondo, and lead guitarist Paul Henry. “It has
been a pleasure to take the magical memories of
my first experience with this wonderful show and
make new magic nearly 40 years later,” said
Karen.
The choreography is a combination of Nan's
original, with some added movement from the
new version of the Broadway show. “Those dance
moves are so incredible that I wanted to
incorporate them as an homage to Bob Fosse,”
said Nan. “The cast members – young and less
young – have risen to the occasion with great skill
and dedication.”
Pippin will be presented at Gates Hall, 4107
Lake Road, Pultneyville, NY, on April 6, 7, 13 and
14 at 8 p.m. and on April 8 and 15 at 3 p.m.
Tickets ($14.00 adults and $12.00 for students
and senior citizens) can be purchased online at
www.gateshall.com or reserved by calling 315589-3326.

Patrons: Take a Bow!
Patron Challenge Yields New Donors
In late November 2017, a small group of
Gatesinger leaders joined forces to offer a $500
bonus to the Company if we could enroll 20
new patrons at $25 or more by December 31.
We’re happy to report that we made our goal!
Audiences, fans, participants, and families
came through, and in addition to the new
patron donations, we were able to benefit from
the challenge fund.
If you are a patron, THANK YOU. Your
donation really helps the Gatesinger Company
to thrive and continue to offer high quality
theatre, great youth opportunities, and
community character in historic Gates Hall. If
you are not a patron, we need you! Please visit
gateshall.com, see your ticket order form or
make a donation when ordering online, or visit
the box office during a performance.
Donations of $25 or more will be acknowledged
and listed in the program.

Don’t miss the first show in our 2018-19 Season!
Gilbert & Sullivan’s

Princess Ida
July 20-22, 2018
A Prince. A Princess. Two Kings. Three Brothers. Some best friends. A ladies-only university. Add some
men dressed as women, marriage in infancy, secrets, broken commitments, and battles, and you have a
classic Gilbert & Sullivan hit.
Princess Ida features many leading and supporting roles, a rollicking score by Sullivan, and the usual
“topsy-turvy” plot twists and puns by Gilbert. Directed by John Gaehring, auditions for the July 20-22
performances are being planned for April 22. Please watch gateshall.com for details.

Watch for our complete 2018-2019
season announcement, coming soon!
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Ann Rhody
“Having performed with
many theatre groups, I
will tell you that the
Gatesinger Company is
something special.”
Summer 1997.
I was new to Wayne County, having just married and moved to
Williamson with my husband. I knew no one, as my family, career, and church were in
Monroe County. As I drove each day on Lake Road, I passed Gates Hall, and one day saw a
sign for Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Gondoliers. I’d done the show in college, and I was baffled.
Did the sign mean they were really going to do this musically complex, large cast piece of
theatre in this little hall…..in this little town?? I had to go see.
Wow! I was treated to some great voices and really, really funny moments. I had found
my people! The next year I had to go try out for Princess Ida, and I was warmly welcomed
(very warmly-my costume involved a wool coat, and this was before we had any air
conditioning in the Hall).
Although I was a music teacher and had worked as a musician regularly, I hadn’t done
much theatre in the 15 years prior to that time. That “theatre bug” was reignited, and I have
not stopped doing theatre since.
Early on I performed in shows with Gatesingers,
Neighborhood Acting Company, Webster Theatre Guild, and Off-Monroe players. Several
years ago I decided to try for professional theatre, and have performed with JCC Centerstage,
RAPA, and Blackfriars. Although I’ve since moved out of Wayne County, I still love to
perform at Gates Hall, and most recently played the role of Tessa in last summer’s production
of The Gondoliers.
Having performed with many theatre groups, I will tell you that the Gatesinger Company
is something special. In the 20 years I’ve been involved, the Company has evolved and
modernized, but has not lost that special quality of the home town theatre troupe where
“any kid (or adult!) who wants to sing and dance” can find a home.
The Gatesinger
Company helped me to feel like a part of the community. I became involved in leadership
with the Board, and for several years as Treasurer. Currently, I work on a joint committee
with members of the Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society. I also serve as Patron
Coordinator as well as editor of this Newsletter.
My wish is that all in the community will continue to support this special
organization…..this community treasure, that has brought so many blessings to my life.
Thank you, Gatesinger Company!!

TICKET ORDER & PATRON DONATION FORM
All performances at Gates Hall, Pultneyville, NY

ADULTS $14.00

STUDENTS/SENIORS $12.00

Pippin
Fri. April 6th @ 8:00 pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Sat. April 7th @ 8:00 pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Sun. April 8th @ 2:30 pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = ____

Fri. April 13th @ 8:00 pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Sat. April 14th @ 8:00 pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Sun. April 15th @ 2:30 pm: # Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = ____

Gatesinger Patron Donations:

 Become an In the Spotlight contributor—you’ll receive two
complimentary tickets to the show of your choice.
 If you plan to see our entire season of shows, become a
Center Stage contributor and receive two complimentary tickets to
a year of Gatesinger shows

Stage Door
Johnny/Jenny
Starstruck
In the Spotlight
Center Stage

Up to $24
$25 - $99
$100 - $249
$250 & over

(The Gatesinger Company, Ltd. is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.)

Amount of Patron Donation: _________ Amount for Tickets: _________
Total Amount Enclosed: _________
Name to appear in patron section of program: ____________________________________
Address: _________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: ___________ Zip: _________
Email Address: ___________________________________________
Phone: _______________________
(All mail orders will be confirmed by phone upon receipt.)
Make checks payable to: Gatesinger Company, Ltd.
Send to: Gatesinger Company, Ltd., PO Box 95, Pultneyville, NY 14538

You can also pay by credit card by calling the box office at
315-589-3326 or online at www.gateshall.com

The Gatesinger Company, Ltd.
P.O. Box 95
Pultneyville, N.Y. 14538
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2017-18 Board of Directors

Theatre Located at:
Gates Hall,
Corner of Rt. 21 & Lake Rd.
Pultneyville

President:

Steve Mullin

Vice President:

John L’Hommedieu

Secretary:

Mackenzie Wood

Treasurer:

Anne Vander Byl

Members:

Christine Nagel
Karen Nail

YouTHeatre Liaison:

Gregory Maddock
Alandra Kunz

Inside:

Mailing Address:
PO Box 95
Pultneyville, NY 14538
Phone:
315-589-3326
Visit us at:
www.gateshall.com
and on Facebook

April 6-15

Tickets on Sale Now!

