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Gates Hall, home to community
theatre since 1867.

Six awkward spelling champions learn that winning (and losing) isn't everything.
A diverse group of middle schoolers vie for the spelling championship of a lifetime. Throughout the
Bee, they disclose that life isn’t easy for them, and family, in particular, can make it even harder. The fear
of rejection during the Bee comes in the form of a bell, eliminating them from the contest. Over the course
of the competition they share tender, anxious and angry emotions as they push to the finish line in the
closest thing to an athletic event that they will ever face. At least there’s a reward of a drink box at the
end!
The Gatesinger group of 6 “middle-schoolers” competing in the spelling bee includes: Catie Bauman as
Olive Ostrovsky, a tentative newcomer; Emily Crysel as Logainne SchwartzandGrubenniere, the youngest
and most politically aware contestant; Jeremy Cummings as Leaf Coneybear, the somewhat wide-eyed
offspring of hippie parents; Kevin Hayes as Chip Tolentino, last year’s champ and a Boy Scout; Greg
Maddock as William Barfee, an allergy-plagued student; and Caitlin Marcellus as Marcy Park, an overachiever. The actors playing the adults at the Bee are John Erwin as Vice Principal Douglas Panch, Mike
Mulberry as Comfort Counselor Mitch Mahoney, and Sue Mulberry as hostess Rona Lisa Perretti.
The experienced, seasoned production team includes John L’Hommedieu, Anne L’Hommedieu, Lois
Fiegl, Katrina Kaplin, Jon Wright (new to the company), Tammy Buehler, Julie Kramer, and many more.
Conceived by Rebecca Feldman, book by Rachel Sheinkin, with music and lyrics by William Finn, The
th
25 Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee was the winner of the Tony and the Drama Desk Awards for Best
Book. Get your tickets today, and don’t miss the fun!

President’s Message: It’s About YOU!
Steve Mullin
Greetings and Happy 2017 as the Gatesinger Company, Ltd. issues its
first newsletter of the year – we hope you enjoy it! But as much as this
newsletter is about sharing all that’s happening with Gatesingers, past,
present, and future, it’s so much more about YOU! Yes YOU, and
thanking all of YOU who, in one form or another - as an audience
member, performer, production team member, patron, show or
company volunteer, musician, member of a committee or the Board of
Directors, sponsor, or another unsung role -have graced the Gatesinger
Company and historic Gates Hall with your talent, time, and treasure. It
is YOU who keep the Gatesingers going strong, allowing us to have a
Continued on page 3

Spelling Bee cast at work!
With backs to camera: Greg
Maddock, Caitlin Marcellus, Sue
Mulberry, Jeremy Cummings.
At the piano: Catie Bauman, Kevin
Hayes, Mike Mulberry
Playing the piano: Lois Fiegl
Missing from photo: John Erwin,
Emily Crysel
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150 Years of Theatre at Gates Hall
September 2017 celebration features historic
play and renowned director

Gatesinger Company, Ltd., News

Announcing……
Our 2017-18 Season!

What is “Burned Over?” It was a wild fire of evangelism
that spread throughout upstate New York between the
opening of the Erie Canal and the Civil War, leaving the
By Gilbert & Sullivan
area so “burned over” that there wasn’t a soul left to be
Nan Hanna-Paquin, Director
saved. The religious fervor wasn’t restricted to traditional
July 14-16, 2017
Protestant denominations, or even the familiar American
religions such as Quakers, Mormons and Spiritualists.
There were also Perfectionists, Mesmerists, Millerites,
Hicksites and Phrenologists.
Burned Over is also a play telling the story of two
By Bess Atlas
sisters and their family relationships when one is engulfed
Lindsay Warren Baker, Director
in religious spirit and becomes a Millerite. At the same
September 8-17, 2017
time their daughter falls in love with a local boy who isn’t
religious, and then Charles Finney, an acclaimed revival
preacher, comes to town. Religious tension ensues,
straining family bonds. The characters includes adults Ammi
By Lynn Ahrens & Stephen Flaherty
and Daniel Strang, their children Benjamin, Oliver, and
Mary Jane, as well as Ammi’s sister Rebecca and her
2017 YouTHeatre Production
husband and three children. The cast is rounded out with
Autumn Pollock, Director
the Rev. Charles Finney, a shop keeper, and Lorenzo - a
November 24-December 3, 2017
young man who works in the local general store. There is
plenty of dramatic interaction between the adults,
teenagers, and young cousins with a little bit of Romeo and
Juliet young love thrown in. Auditions will be May 21st for
By Stephen Schwartz & Roger Hirson
our performances the weekends of Sept 8 and 17.
Karen Skerrett Nail, Director
Based on real events and taking place in Wayne
County, Burned Over is the perfect play for The Gatesinger
April 6-15, 2018
Company, Ltd. to celebrate the 150th anniversary of
Theatrics in Gates Hall. Our theatre, purported to be the
Gateshall.com for tickets and information
oldest continually active amateur theatre in the USA, was
built in 1825 at the beginning of the Burned Over period.
The first record of it being used as a theatre was 1867 at the end of the period.
Burned Over, written by Bess Atlas, was first performed at Gates Hall by the Pultneyville Players in 1976 under
the directorship of John Westerberg. For its return performance, John recruited Lindsay Warren Baker to direct the
play. The Gatesinger Company incorporated the production into its 2017-18 season with Lindsay as Director.
Lindsay, a member of the acting faculty at the Eastman School of Music, received national recognition for this past
summer’s production of the musical Austen’s Pride, which she co-wrote with Amanda Jacobs. In its review of the
Nazareth production, the NY Theatre Guide stated “Austen’s Pride is a winner and worth seeing, both for those
who have memorized every word of Jane Austen’s six novels and for those who have never ventured past Pride
and Prejudice’s opening line”. Lindsay has directed productions at GEVA, The Rochester Lyric Opera, SUNY
Geneseo, and the Eastman School of Music. She says, "I am honored to be a part of this exciting and important
anniversary. Gates Hall is a gem and Burned Over is a thoughtful, community and family-centered drama that
revisits an intriguing piece of local history. I have enjoyed getting to know the Pultneyville community and
members of the Gatesingers board, and I look forward to meeting more of you as the project progresses!"

The Gondoliers

Burned Over

Seussical

Pippin
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YouTHeatre’s Godspell: a Journey of the Heart
While searching for a musical that could carry the energy and enthusiasm of the 2015 YouTHeatre
show, Footloose, the production team settled on the iconic Stephen Schwartz/John-Michael Tebelek's
adaptation of the Gospel of St. Matthew as the piece that would fill that requirement. Directors Karen
Skerrett Nail and Nan Hanna-Paquin attracted a cast of incredibly talented, dedicated performers from a
variety of area schools: Williamson, Webster, East Palmyra Christian, Sodus, Marion, McQuaid, and some
homeschooled students.
The production of a musical quickly became an exercise in the meaning of building a community
through the subject matter of the show! Avoiding the traditional “circus” motif in a depressed inner city
landscape that many productions have used, we opted for an abandoned waterfront amusement parkwith set design by Tammy Buehler and Julie Kramer. Replacing the clown make-up that normally
symbolizes the “coming together” of the disciples, the directors centered on a theme of love, represented
by a variety of hearts worn by the actors. “The most amazing thing was watching the kids workshop their
own hearts, under the creative direction of stage manager Mackenzie Wood,” said director Karen Skerrett
Nail. “They wore them as headbands, armbands, necklaces, bracelets, garters, patches on costumes, and a
variety of displays.” They also created their own imaginative costumes and hair styles.
As with the hearts, the young actors brought their individual interpretations to the parables and
musical numbers – which were masterfully directed by Eric Thompson and Karen Karnisky, with colorful
and creative choreography by Katrina Kaplin and Nan Hanna-Paquin. From the stage, the pit band (Scott
Smith, Eric Thompson, Eli Gelo and keyboardist Marcia Sheremeta) offered incredible backup with the
complex rock score. The directors extend sincere appreciation to producer Dan Montondo – who keeps
everything running smoothly – from communication, to publicity, to tee-shirts, to coordinating volunteers,
to acting coaching, and much, much more.
The kids handled the highly emotional Crucifixion scene – staged by the directors, assisted by Joe
Montondo – with dignity and a depth of emotion not often portrayed by teens. Evan Jackson (Jesus) and
Danny Mares (Judas/John the Baptist) were supported by an incredible cast that included Becca
Hammack, Kate Winzlow, Katie Westa, Nina Fedotov, Harrison VanDeWalle, Driani Bennett, Gavin
Buehler, David Westa, David McKay, Cirrus Hanna, Kai Hanna, Justin Karnisky, Leah Curran, Anjill Burr, and
Alandra Kunz.
The audience willingly went on the emotional rollercoaster ride – laughing, crying, clapping, and
moments of silence. Comments were superlative. The Gatesinger Company, Ltd. is proud of our youth
program and the wonderful young people who come to learn their craft, enhance their performance skills,
and form everlasting friendships through community theatre.

AUDITIONS!
Gilbert & Sullivan’s The Gondoliers
Directed by Nan Hanna-Paquin

Sunday, April 30 2:00-6:00 PM
Callbacks TBA

Performance Dates July 14-16
Check gateshall.com for updates, audition materials,
and other details!

President’s Message, con’t from p. 1

forum for all of us to share outstanding
community theatre and art! As 2017
marks a historic milestone for historic
Gates Hall with 150 years of dramatics and
keeping its claim to fame as “America’s
oldest continuously active community
theater.” (J. Westerberg, 2013), we look
forward to seeing YOU for many more
years to come! Greetings and Thanks
to YOU!
Steve Mullin, President
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YouTHeatre alumni

Matt Combs
“I had such positive experiences
performing at Gates Hall…….these are
the times that I cherish and take with
me wherever I go, far beyond
Pultneyville”
Hi, all! My name is Matthew Combs. I am an actor, singer, dancer, and former Gatesinger,
having been in several YouTheatre productions in high school, including Pirates of Penzance
(Pirate King) and Damn Yankees (Joe Boyd, Rocky). I had such positive experiences
performing at Gates Hall, and I have taken a lot away from those shows.
When I was in Pirates of Penzance, I was just a shy 11th grader. This was my first huge acting
and singing role in a musical, and I was very timid. So, I would often speak too softly to hear
while onstage. Director Bob Gorski always told me, "Turn the volume up to 11, Matty! You
can never be too loud or too grand on stage." That is something I still keep in mind to this
day when I am performing.
I met a lot of really wonderful people, and created some friendships that I still maintain.
From movie nights at Katy Kolyer's house to talking about dirtbikes with Ben DeVries to the
many, many drives with Dillon May to fishing with David Perry, these are the times that I
cherish and take with me wherever I go, far beyond Pultneyville, NY.
I graduated from Marion Jr./Sr. High School in 2012, and attended Nazareth College of
Rochester, which I graduated in 2016 with a BFA in Musical Theatre. Many people say that it
will be difficult for me to get jobs, being an artist, but I remain hopeful. I am always on the
lookout for jobs, auditioning, putting myself out there. I have been fortunate enough to be
working ever since I graduated college. I was an understudy for a month at FLMTF in Auburn,
performed in the title role in Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson at the JCC of Greater Rochester,
was part of Church & State, a world premiere play, and am currently touring resorts in the
Dominican Republic, singing in an A Capella group.
A few pieces of advice for all up and coming performers: don't burn bridges, keep your
friends close, make connections, and don't be afraid of rejection. Although it sounds cliche,
when one door closes, 12 million more open all around you. You will never know everything
there is to know. Go to dance classes, take voice lessons, audition for things. I could go on
and on for days with advice, but it is up to you to have these experiences for yourself.
BAL/GLY!

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
TICKET ORDER & PATRON DONATION FORM
All performances at Gates Hall, Pultneyville, NY

ADULTS $12.00

STUDENTS/SENIORS (65and over) $10.00

Fri. March 31st @ 8:00pm: # Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Sat. April 1st @ 8:00pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Sun. April 2nd @ 2:00pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Fri. April 7th @ 8:00pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Sat. April 8th @ 8:00pm:

# Adults = _____

# Seniors = _____

# Students = _____

Gatesinger Patron Donations:

 Become an In the Spotlight contributor—you’ll receive two
complimentary tickets to the show of your choice.
 If you plan to see our entire season of shows, become a Center
Stage contributor and receive two complimentary tickets to a year of
Gatesinger shows

Stage Door
Johnny/Jenny
Starstruck
In the Spotlight
Center Stage

Up to $25
$25 - $99
$100 - $249
$250 & over

(The Gatesinger Company, Ltd. is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.)

Amount of Patron Donation: _________ Amount for Tickets: _________
Total Amount Enclosed: _________
Name to appear in patron section of program: ____________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
City: _______________________ State: ___________ Zip: _________
Email Address: ___________________________________________
Phone: _______________________
(All mail orders will be confirmed by phone upon receipt.)
Make checks payable to: Gatesinger Company, Ltd.
Send to: Gatesinger Company, Ltd., PO Box 95, Pultneyville, NY 14538

You can also pay by credit card by calling the box office at
315-589-3326 or online at www.gateshall.com

The Gatesinger Company, Ltd.
P.O. Box 95
Pultneyville, N.Y. 14538
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2016-17 Board of Directors
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Members:

Honorary Chair:
YouTHeatre Liaison:
Theatre Located at:
Gates Hall,
Corner of Rt. 21 & Lake Rd.
Pultneyville
Mailing Address:
PO Box 95
Pultneyville, NY 14538

Phone:
315-589-3326
Visit us at:

Steve Mullin
John L’Hommedieu
Mackenzie Wood
Anne Vander Byl
Christine Nagel
Karen Nail
Autumn Pollock
TBD
Alandra Kunz

Inside:

March 31- April 8
Tickets on Sale Now!
AND

www.gateshall.com
and on Facebook

2017-18 Season Announcement!

