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President’s Message 
By Carl Webeck 

Prepare Ye the Way for 

       Although Godspell has been performed several 
times by the Gatesinger Company, Ltd., directors Karen 
Skerrett Nail and Nan Hanna-Paquin have given it a 
“fresh face” by selecting it as this year's YouTHeatre 
production. The students bring not only incredible 
energy to the production, but a level of talent nurtured 
in several area Jr/Sr High Schools. Sodus students Evan 
Jackson and Dan Mares are cast in leading roles of Jesus 
and John the Baptist/Judas. Ensemble members who 
are also singing solos and duets include Harrison 
VanDeWalle, Alandra Kunz, Leah Curran, Nina Fedotov, 
Cirrus Hanna, Drianni Bennett, Becca Hammack, Gavin 
Buehler, Katie Westa, David Westa, Kate Winslow, Anjill 
Burr, Michelle Post, David McKay, Justin Karnisky, and 
Kai Hanna. 
       The music was written by Stephen Schwartz, who 
also composed Pippin and Wicked. Based on parables 
from The Gospel of St. Matthew, with many songs 
derived from the Episcopal hymnal (“Save the People”, 
“Day by Day,” and others), “Godspell” is a light-hearted 
yet poignant exploration of the teachings of Christ. 
Katrina Kaplan has challenged the young actors with 
choreography that embodies the theme and mood of 
the songs, and gives them a splash of modern dance 
movements using hip-hop and hula hoops. 
       Like Footloose, the music has a rock influence, and 
the pit band is creating a quality sound to support the 
actors. Marcia Sheremeta is the accompanist on piano 
and keyboard; bass guitar, Scott Smith; lead guitar, 
Chris Thompson; and various instruments, Eric 
Thompson.  
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       Only a few months into the 2016-17 
season, the Gatesinger Company Board of 
Directors has made significant progress with 
some activities that we have been aiming to 
complete. I am particularly proud to announce 
that we have made some appointments to 
two newly created company positions.       
       One of the positions is Set Coordinator, to 
which Steve Mullin has been appointed.  We 
believed it was important to create a Set 
Coordinator position so one person will be 
responsible for and familiar with our space 
and equipment.  In this role, Steve will also 
oversee safety and feasibility of set design and 
assist in completion of ideas. 
        Another newly created position is Artistic 
Coordinator, to which Nan Hanna-Paquin has 
been appointed.  The Artistic Coordinator will 
chair the existing Artistic Direction 
Committee, work to create, maintain, and 
implement the artistic vision of the Gatesinger 
Company, and collaborate with additional 
resources as required to fulfill the role.  The 
person in this role will also have the goal of 
streamlining and enhancing the ease for 
production teams to bring a show concept to 
start of production. 
        I am truly proud to announce the creation 
of these two new positions because we have 
put long and careful thought into the 
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       We are blessed at the Gatesinger Company with many talented people who call Gates Hall their 
summer home. They have become an integral part of the company. Both shows this summer, The 
Mikado and Works in Progress, were filled with veterans to our stage. 
        At the helm of The Mikado was newcomer John Gaehring. John and his team quickly made 
themselves at home, infusing modern wit into time honored music. With political intrigue seemingly 
lifted straight from the news, the cast made us all laugh with each new development that brought us 
closer to the classic Gilbert & Sullivan ending; Happily Ever After for our heroes! 
       Veteran Gatesinger Autumn Pollock took on Works in Progress to make her directorial debut. The 
staging was simple and allowed the story to take and hold audiences' attention. A straight play, 
comprised of short stories interwoven by the same 10 actors throughout, Works served as a reminder 
that we all have room to grow and learn, for none of us are finished products. 
Both summer shows were produced and performed with heart. Thank you to the cast and crews, and 
audiences for giving us a wonderful kick-off to our 2016-17 season! 

The casts of The Mikado 
(left) and Works in Progress 
(right) brought magic to the 
Gates Hall stage this 
summer! 

Godspell 
continued from p. 1 

       Rounding out the fabulous production staff are 
producer Dan Montondo; vocal directors Eric 
Thompson and Karen Seidel Karnisky; stage 
manager, Mackenzie Wood; assistant director, Joe 
Montondo; costumer, Deb Galek; set designer Bob 
Gorski; set construction, Steve Mullin and Scott 
Smith (assisted by some YT parents); prop 
manager Emily Crysel; and set artists Tammy 
Buehler and Julie Kramer. 
       Performances are November 18, 19, 25 & 26 at 
7:30 pm; November 20 and 27 at 3 pm.  
Tickets are available at gateshall.com, by mailing in 
the form in the newsletter, or by calling the 
Gatesinger Box Office at 315-589-3326. 

Don’t miss the remaining 
shows in our 2016-17 season! 
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development of them.  While space doesn’t permit listing the many other 
details of the functions assigned to these two positions, I wanted 
everyone to be aware of these new roles. 
       I am very proud of what our Board of Directors has accomplished over 
the past several years.  There is regular review and adjustment to board-
appointed company positions and that is just one example of how this 
board responds to the needs of the organization and how it has matured. 
        If you are interested in learning anything about the Gatesinger 
Company’s board-appointed positions, please send me an email at 
cwebeck@gmail.com.  I also encourage any feedback about our Board’s 
work, our performances, or our Gates Hall.     Carl Webeck,  President 

 Call for Directors 
The Gatesinger Company,  Ltd. is seeking proposals for directors and choreographers for the 
2017-18 season,  including: 
• Gilbert & Sullivan's Gondoliers, summer 2017. Show dates are July 14 and 15 at 8 

pm and July 16 at 3 pm.  
• The 2017  YouTHeatre show, with show dates the last two weekends in November 2017 
• Spring 2018 show (musical or straight play) for production two weekends late March/early 

April - at the Director's discretion 
To fill out a Show Proposal Form, please go to gateshall.com and click on "show proposal". If 
you have questions about the theatre, the company or what types of shows are produced, 
please contact Nan Hanna-Paquin via FaceBook or at hannapaq@aol.com.  Nan will be happy 
to help! 

 Auditions 
Auditions for the Gatesinger Company’s Spring 2017 show, The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee,  are targeted for late December.  Check the auditions page at gateshall.com for 
details! 

 Progress on Lighting at Gates Hall 
       As a result of generous donations to the Gates Hall Challenge Fundraising Campaign we 
have been able to complete several lighting improvements to the Hall. If you attended one of 
our summer shows you might have noticed the lighting booth is no longer on the main floor, 
but up in the  balcony. Additional improvements include the installation of work lights over the 
stage, motion sensor lights on the stairs to the balcony, wiring to enable the installation of 
theatrical LED lights over the stage, and the addition of some electrical outlets.  
        Thanks to those who completed the work including: Adrian Vander Byl and Steve Mullin 
who built the lighting booth; Laurie Krenzer who made the lighting booth curtain; and Rob 
Marshall who supervised the project; and the electrical contractor, Michael Livecchi. 
Yet to come: the purchase of theatrical lights for over the stage and improvements for the 
house lighting. 

The new lighting booth location,  
in the balcony at Gates Hall 

mailto:cwebeck@gmail.com
mailto:cwebeck@gmail.com
mailto:cwebeck@gmail.com
http://gateshall.com/
http://gateshall.com/
http://gateshall.com/
mailto:hannapaq@aol.com
mailto:hannapaq@aol.com
mailto:hannapaq@aol.com


Page 4                        Gatesinger Company, Ltd., News 

      A eunuch.  
      Not the most glamorous of beginnings, but the perfect one for me.  A 12 year old eunuch. And 
with that, I was hooked. I guess I owe it all to my cool older brother. Miles Glorious. If it wasn't for 
him, I never would have been in A Funny Thing Happened on the way to the Forum. Never would 
have met the likes of Matt Sprague, John "Buck" Erwin, Mary Alice Henry, Nan Hanna-Paquin, or 
David E. Cooper. Coop. Jim got me down there, Coop kept me. Coop showed me how to love theater, 
how to use it, how to respect it. Coop showed me how the theater could be a family. My best friends, 
doing what we loved to do, not knowing how funny we were, or how funny we could be. As long as 
we heard him laugh, and didn't hear that cane, we were ok. That's what the "Hall" became: family. It 
still is.  
       Dozens of shows, and roughly 10 years later at 22, I found where I truly wanted to be: out of the 
spotlight. Out front. Watching. Hopefully, jumping up and down. I directed and appeared in Little 
Mary Sunshine. I loved that show. Rob Wills and I, a great, talented group of kids- the first of "my" 
kids. To this day, I still refer to them that way. Cort, Stevie, Lerg, David, and Julie, to name a few. 
Many are married and have kids, but in these old eyes, in my heart...... "my" kids. Directing became 
my passion - to impart to them the wisdom given to me.  Now there are too many kids to count. After 
years of great casts, amazing production crews, talented musicians, and countless pep talks, there are 
Just too many kids to count. 
      I can remember sitting with the kids, learning names, drying eyes during shows, giving preshow 
pep talks, and jumping up and down. Every kid who came through those doors took a piece of me 
with them. To see the successes of them, to go to weddings, to hold their kids, to get those letters, 
texts and emails. It makes me smile. To know, to believe, that I reached them, the way that Coop 
reached me. That's enough. So, Double L, Katie, Forrest, AVB, Marie, Katy, Matty, Jenna, Eric, Adam, 
Diana, Dillon, Greg, each and everyone of my kids.....keep making me proud, you always do.  
       The road isn't always straight, there are many curves, pot holes, even breakdowns. Goodness 
knows that my road at the Hall wasn't straight. Actor, Producer, Director, Board Member, President, 
and now Set Designer. My way of keeping myself down at the Hall. Keeping myself as part of the 
Family. 
       So, words of wisdom. Be the best YOU that you can be. Be a better person tomorrow, than you 
are today. Learn your lines....correctly. Ask before you add something to a show, even if it's really, 
really funny (I always had an issue following that one). Trust. Love. Have Fun. Learn your 
lines....correctly. Yes, I said it twice. It's that important. Act with your family (some of my best theater 
memories are with my brother, Mike). Keep it quiet backstage. Most of all, the best thing I can 
impart:  TRY.  I'm so very glad that I did, and to anyone that's ever wanted to and hasn't.....please do.  

YouTHeatre alumni 

Bob Gorski 

That's what the "Hall" 
became: family.  

It still is.  



 

TICKET ORDER & PATRON DONATION FORM 
All performances at Gates Hall, Pultneyville, NY 

  

ADULTS $12.00    STUDENTS/SENIORS $10.00 

Godspell 
 

Fri. Nov. 18th @ 7:30 pm:    # Adults = _____      # Seniors = _____      # Students = _____   

Sat. Nov. 19th @ 7:30 pm:    # Adults = _____      # Seniors = _____      # Students = _____   

Sun. Nov 20th @ 3:00 pm:    # Adults = _____      # Seniors = _____      # Students = ____ 

Fri. Nov. 25th @ 7:30 pm:    # Adults = _____      # Seniors = _____      # Students = _____   

Sat. Nov. 26th @ 7:30 pm:    # Adults = _____      # Seniors = _____      # Students = _____ 

Sun. Nov 27th @ 3:00 pm:    # Adults = _____      # Seniors = _____      # Students = ____ 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

(The Gatesinger Company, Ltd. is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization. Donations are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.) 

 

Amount of Patron Donation: _________  Amount for Tickets: _________ 

 

Total Amount Enclosed: _________ 

 

Name to appear in patron section of program: ____________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

City: _______________________  State: ___________ Zip: _________ 

Email Address: ___________________________________________  

Phone: _______________________  

(All mail orders will be confirmed by phone upon receipt.) 

Make checks payable to: Gatesinger Company, Ltd. 

Send to: Gatesinger Company, Ltd., PO Box 95, Pultneyville, NY 14538 

 

You can also pay by credit card by calling the box office at 
315-589-3326 or online at www.gateshall.com 

Stage Door 
Johnny/Jenny 

Up to $24 

Starstruck $25 - $99 

In the Spotlight $100 - $249 

Center Stage $250 & over 

Gatesinger Patron Donations: 
 Become an In the Spotlight contributor—you’ll receive two 

complimentary tickets to the show of your choice. 

 If you plan to see our entire season of shows, become a 

Center Stage contributor and receive two complimentary tickets to 
a year of Gatesinger shows 

http://www.gateshall.com/


Theatre Located at:  
Gates Hall, 

 Corner of Rt. 21 & Lake Rd. 
Pultneyville 

 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 95 

Pultneyville, NY 14538 

Phone: 
315-589-3326 

Visit us at: 

www.gateshall.com 

and on Facebook 

2016-17  Board of Directors 

  President:  Carl Webeck 

  Vice President: Steve Mullin 

  Secretary:  Sara Webeck 

  Treasurer:  Anne Vander Byl 

  Members:  John L’Hommedieu 

 Christine Nagel 

 Mackenzie Wood 

  Honorary Chair: TBD 

  YouTHeatre Liaison: TBD 
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Inside:    
2016 YouTHeatre show 

Godspell 
November 18-27 

Tickets on Sale Now! 

Return Service Requested 

http://www.gateshall.com/

